
Pre-Cam School Community Council Meeting Agenda  

February 1st, 2021 at 5pm   

Pre-Cam Library 

  

SCC Members:   

  

Genevieve Candelora– Chair                                                            Sarah Mekawy– Vice Chair    

Gabe Andrews- Treasurer                                                                  Patricia Logan– Secretary   

Jody Wilson – French Immersion Representative                    Sam Ratt – LLRIB Representative      

Bryce Herperger – Community School Coordinator               Lori Howe– Teacher Representative     

Jessica Caisse- Member at Large                                   Katherine Mirasty- Indigenous Parent Rep 

Ryan Kuppenbender- Principal 

 

Welcome/Call to Order  

*We acknowledge that we are gathered together on Treaty 6 territory; the unceded, traditional, 

and ancestral lands of the Woodland Cree people, as well as the homeland of the Métis people* 

 

Present:  

Gabe Andrews, Jody Wilson, Bryce Herperger, Sam Ratt, Lori Howe, Katherine Mirasty, 

Heather Bernardin, Ryan Kuppenbender, Genevieve Candelora 

Regrets:  

Sarah Mekawy, Patricia Logan 

 

Approval of the Agenda  

Motion to approve the agenda made by Lori Howe 

Seconded by Ryan Kuppenbender 

 

Review & Approval of the Minutes (January 2022)  

Motion to approve the January minutes made by Jody Wilson 

Seconded by Ryan Kuppenbender 

  

Old Business 

1. Goal Planning for 2022- Continued  

• Cultural Advisory Group 

o Updates-  

The goal for the Elder wall is to get some pictures up by February break, still 

need to contact some folks but want to start this month. Looking at the grade 

6’s to do an interview with the Elders.  

Idea presented- create a school land acknowledgment with the children. 

Possibly work with a certain grade. Could create a spot on the Elder wall, or 

possibly in the entrance way and frame it or put it on the wall somehow. Ryan 

liked this idea.  

Action: Genevieve to send any supporting documents with ideas on how 

to do this.  

 

o Cree immersion survey- what do we want to do with this?  



Discussion- Would have to be a transition type program 

Ran Cree immersion program at Bell’s Point. Followed the children over the 

years.  

Question/concern: Infrastructure issues. Cree teachers need to be hired, 

English teachers may be at risk. Staffing the positions was a challenge.  

Discussion to further build on what we currently have instead of pursuing a 

full immersion program at this time. Could revisit in the future, we do have 

some foundation built should we decide we are ready to take this on in future.  

School in Saskatoon that has 3 immersion programs so there could be some 

possibility in future.  

  

• Family Engagement 

o Home Visit Project update-  

Three teachers involved, Jen- one family participated (13 did not want to), 

Amanda- didn’t work out for her, Jolene (2 families). Little bit of engagement, 

some attempts, some challenges finding time. Even though compensated, 

finding time was a big challenge. Amanda still wants to do hers. Other two 

still planning second meeting. Meetings are not in homes currently. Similar 

concept to pre-k visits. Sam put name forward as interested and Ryan agreed 

to pass on to Jennifer. Covid has been an issue across the province throughout 

this whole project.   

o Second Home Visit Document- Genevieve shared the document in the Teams 

account for Ryan to pass on to the teachers.  

o HV project- information to families/community to promote this initiative?  

Some hesitancy to advertise widely. Discussion about drafting something up, 

could be nice to continue this project. Some discussions at the Advisory 

Committee level are occurring about this.  

o “Big idea” Engagement Bus- link sent through Teams/grant funding 

discussion, bring to NLSD?  

Genevieve posted idea in Teams chat. Wondered if we could send to NLSD as 

there may be an interest or opportunity to do something more widely than Pre-

Cam,  

Action: Genevieve will re-send to Ryan via email.   

Literacy camp this summer- travelling literacy camp, could see a connection 

here.  

Ryan can share with Megan and Dawn. Genevieve willing to meet and work 

on something with this, if helpful.   

• Community of Learning (lunch and learns, other) 

o Next virtual lunch and Learn: Literacy with Amber 

Amber has not reconnected, but topic is still of interest.  

Action: Genevieve to reach out to her again to see if there are dates she is 

available in the next month or so.  

o Literacy Initiative for families connected to 7 teachings  

Brainstorming ideas for literacy projects to engage families in. Discussion 

about if a literacy kit connecting our goals of family engagement and culture 



could work- SCC work with a certain grade and provide a kit with a book and 

activity.  

Ryan suggested that there is a Pre-K and Kindergarten initiative… EYE bingo 

night. Possibly could use some financial assistance, or help to create a 

craft/activity in a bag. 70 ish Pre-K, Kindergarten 50 ish. Book with families, 

reading with activity attached 

Bryce shared about the story sack program and training he attended. Concept 

is to make up kits and sign it out and have at home. Involves families getting 

together at school to make the bags which is challenging currently with covid 

protocols. Make the items centered around the book, once they made the 

activity other families could sign it out and could play with it.  

Discussion about a book in a bag activity. Provide with a book, template they 

can work from, meet virtually and talk about the various components of the 

book. Gather things in bag that go with the story. Meet live first and 

introduce. Families present what they made. All could have different books. 

Draw from what you have already in the home.  

Action: Ryan meeting with Pre-K/K teachers tomorrow again and will 

talk about our ideas to see what the teachers are interested in.  

o Story Walk Idea 

Idea shared about having a story printed and laminated and in order to “read” 

the book you go on a walk outside. Combines opportunities for family 

literacy, school classrooms, could connect to culture, land-based learning and 

in-motion. Example, Miriam Körner’s book, When the Trees Crackle with 

Cold or When we had Sled Dogs.  

Joel did something as part of his classes (connected Q-R codes) and could 

possibly help us. 

Lori suggested that you could potentially have the QR codes remain consistent 

but have the story change. Choose a book with about same number of pages 

each time. Could connect to someone telling parts of the story, local 

knowledge or a provocation.   

We can use school laminator for this  

Talk to Bora as well.  

Action: Bryce to talk to Mike from BORA 

Discussion about possible grants out there 

Heather suggested a possible partnership with the library as well. 

Genevieve, Jody, and Sam all interested in this project. 

Action: Genevieve to work with Bryce to schedule a meeting about this, 

he is available mornings. 

• Staff Appreciation Week- 14th-18th this month 

Cinnamon buns from Marker 47 Café 

Action: Genevieve to talk to Abby about cost and will post to the team for 

approval  

 

New Business  

1. Family members in school 



Discussion about concerned parents regarding everything else opening up (concerts, 

events, etc) but the school not and children missing out on concerts and so on. Ryan 

shared that the school division is making the mandates and regulations, extra-curr is 

ramping up. The school is not open to the community yet. Could possibly have 

parents come in for coaching helping, double vaxxed, as there are times classes go to 

the rink and so on.  

2. All school SCC meeting   

- table for now 

3. Smudging in school 

Question if there has been a letter sent out? Discussion from parents recalling that 

in December something was sent out with an opt out form. Some concern 

regarding children whose families have opted them out that they are missing out 

on that part of class time and sit on their own outside the room. Discussion about 

opting in versus opting out. 

Churchill- Anyone that wants to come to the smudge can do but it is not during 

class time.  

Discussion about classroom activity versus extra, and some parents wondered if it 

would be possible for smudging to be offered outside of classroom time.   

Some SCC members who are Indigenous did not think families should feel 

uncomfortable and if they do not want their children to participate, they should 

not have to. There was also a suggestion that many Indigenous families are 

teaching their children and grandchildren smudging in their own homes and it is 

not expected at school.  

Some discussion that there has not been concern articulated widely about it but if 

there are concerns, Ryan suggested to have families contact the school.  

Discussion about families being unsure about smudging practices at times and 

some may not want to opt their children out but may want more information about 

smudging.  

Ask the Cree teacher and Elder to share more information about smudging 

practice, how it is done, who leads it, what roles do the children have in it. Could 

create a document or even a lunch and learn or presentation to us to learn more 

about it so we can have further discussion.  

Discussion whether or not there is protocol outlined by the division and Ryan 

indicated that there is an AP they follow as outlined by NLSD.  

Action: Ryan to share AP with SCC 

4. Black history month-February 

Discussion about February being Black History month, Pre-Cam does not have 

anything planned or in the calendar. Discussion about an opportunity to include 

this. School indicated the focus has mostly been on Indigenous storytelling 

month. Some interest in this and the Black Indigenous people who have 

contributed to our community and Nation. Could we include in an SCC highlight 

acknowledging Black History?  

 

Reports  

Principal’s Report- Attached 



Option 1- June option some teachers may have to come back anyway, for departmental 

exams.  

Any feedback- anything for committee to consider feedback welcome.  

Community School Report- Attached 

Treasurer’s Report  

• Balance: $6,825.44 

No expenses this last month 

  

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, March 1st, 2022 


